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Colorado State Forest Service Overview

• Established in 1955 by the Colorado General 
Assembly

• Our mission: to provide for the stewardship of forest 
resources and to reduce related risks to life, 
property and the environment for the benefit of 
present and future generations

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


Colorado State Forest Service Overview

• Annual budget exceeds $24M; most of the funding 
comes from the federal government (~55%)

• An outreach agency in the Warner College of 
Natural Resources at  CSU

• 144 employees; about one-third are CSU alumni

• Organized into 17 districts
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Colorado State Forest Service Overview
Key Partners

• U.S. Forest Service
• U.S. Bureau of Land Management
• Natural Resources Conservat ion Service
• Colorado Department of Natural Resources
• Colorado Forest Restoration Institute at CSU
• Northwest Colorado Council of Governments
• Colorado Counties, Inc.
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Colorado State Forest Service Overview
Key Collaboratives

• Front Range Fuels Treatment Partnership and 
Roundtable

• Colorado Bark Beetle Cooperative
• Public Lands Partnership
• Northern Front Range Mountain Pine Beetle 

Working Group
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Colorado’s Forests

Colorado Forest Land Ow nership
(in thousand acres)
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Forest Benefits

• Economic: Lumber, Firewood

• Tourism: Fall Colors, Elk Bugling

• Recreation: Skiing, Hiking

• Watersheds: Drinking Water for 18 States

• Wildlife: Forage

• Biodiversity: Habitat
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Current Threats  to Our Forests

• Insect and Disease Outbreaks

• Threats to Watersheds and Water Infrastructure

• Sudden Decline of Species

• Catastrophic Wildland Fire Events

• Human Encroachment

• Loss of Capacity (i.e. Industry)
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Insect and Disease Outbreaks

Above: Western 
spruce budworm 
and western tent 
caterpillar near 
Cuchara

Above: MPB near 
Rabbit Ears Pass

Right: Dwarf Mistletoe 
near Glacier View
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Threats to Watersheds/Water Infrastructure

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22

