Dear Partners and Friends:

It is with a heavy heart | let you know that | will soon be leaving the US Forest
Service. | have requested and been approved for the deferred resignation program
and will be retiring sometime later this year. This is very difficult decision for me given
the challenges we are facing right now; but it is the right thing for me to do at this point
in my life.

The highlight of my 34-year career has been working with all of you. The last 15+
years has truly been my dream job. It wasn’t always easy but rewarding in so many
ways. | cherish the communities of this Forest. You have all been such great
partners and so supportive over the years — and | think we accomplished many great
things. The White River is a national treasure and helping steward these resources
and serving our communities has been a blast. | am proud of the work we
accomplished and am going to dearly miss these amazing resources. But what | will
miss the most is working side by side with all of you innovating, creating, and solving
problems.

| do not know exactly when we will be leaving. (could be this Friday or a week or two
from now) | am working with my boss to discuss a transition plan until a permanent
Forest Supervisor and Deputy can be hired. This is a work in progress, and we will
keep you posted on our progress. | have tremendous confidence the White River
leadership team will step up as they always do.

-Scott

P.S. Maybe down the road there will be a proper retirement party — This all happened
so fast so | will be around the area for a while... feel free to reach out to me at any
time:

sfitzwilliams@msn.com
970-366-0227
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