
 

 
Board of County Commissioners 

June 24, 2025 

The Honorable Senator John Hickenlooper 
U.S. Senate 
Hart Senate Office Building 
120 Constitution Ave NE, Ste SH-316 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Hickenlooper,  
 
We are writing on behalf of the residents and visitors of Jefferson County, Colorado, to express strong 
opposition to the proposed sale of ANY federal public land. We understand that the “Lee Amendment,” 
which would have sold off millions of acres of Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management land in 11 
states, has been blocked by the Senate parliamentarian. However, it is clear that Mr. Lee and this 
administration still intend to continue pursuing legislation that would allow for the sale of public land. 
   
Simply put, the sale of our federal public lands is untenable, unjustified, and counter to the values of our 
residents and Americans. Our public lands are a living symbol of democracy and among our nation’s 
greatest assets; they should not be sold to private interests. The sale of federal public lands would be 
detrimental to America’s environment, economy, and people.  
 
While we support affordable housing and some claim this action would support that endeavor, we 
strongly believe this is not the correct, proper path to address this issue. We also believe that this claim is 
misleading and lacks strategic planning. Through collaboration, we can solve the housing crisis while also 
protecting our natural resources and honoring one of America’s greatest ideas – public lands. 
 
In Jefferson County, we pride ourselves on being the gateway to the spectacular, natural, and culturally 
rich Rocky Mountains, which federal land management agencies largely own. Our residents believe that 
people and our economy need nature and the outdoors to thrive – public lands provide for both.  
 
The over 125,000 acres of federal land in our county is complemented by 58,000 acres of Jefferson 
County Open Space land that our residents have funded through a sales tax since 1972.  The combination 
of these public lands is critical to our region as they are adjacent and closest to the 3.5 million people that 
live in the Denver metro area, and welcome 10 million visitors each year who rely on these areas to 
connect with nature.  
 
Further, the approximately 14 million acres of federal public land that would have been eligible for sale in 
Colorado through the “Lee Amendment” are vital to our state’s well-being. This land provides clean air 
and water as well as wildlife and fish habitat. It protects scenic, natural, and cultural resources. It 
supports renewable energy, tourism, and outdoor recreation – all critical to our residents, environment, 
and economy.  



 

 
Additionally, we are deeply troubled by the Trump Administration's recent reversal of the “roadless rule,” 
which has protected 30 percent of National Forest land from development since 2001. This change 
threatens our water, wildlife, and public lands while removing safeguards from mass mining, drilling, and 
logging.  
 
We, the Jefferson County Board of Commissioners, are strongly opposed to the reversal of the “roadless 
rule,” and we are strongly opposed to any proposal that would include the sale of federal public land. We 
ask that you listen to the people and stop the pursuit of any such legislation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Jefferson County Board of Commissioners 
 
 

           
Lesley Dahlkemper   Rachel Zenzinger   Andy Kerr  
Chair  
 
 


