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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF SAN MIGUEL COUNTY, COLORADO
SUPPORTING PUBLIC LANDS

Resolution #2025-12

WHEREAS, 60% of San Miguel County, Colorado, is comprised of federal public lands, and
public lands are integral to the county's economy, environment, and quality of life; and

WHEREAS, these public lands provide essential resources to our residents, workers and
visitors, including clean air; grazing lands for agricultural operations; habitats for wildlife; rivers,
lakes and watersheds which provide for our drinking water and healthy fish populations,
wildfire suppression, and agricultural irrigation; cultural resources; scenic beauty; renewable
energy, fossil fuels and minerals; timber; a ski area; and opportunities for other outdoor
recreation; and

WHEREAS, the residents of San Miguel County deeply value these public lands for their
multiple uses and accessibility regardless of socioeconomic status, race, or gender, as
evidenced by high participation in local stewardship, conservation, research and trail
organizations and events; and

WHEREAS, public lands contribute significantly to the local economy through activities such
as outdoor recreation, tourism, mineral extraction and ranching; and

WHEREAS, federal management of multiple uses on our public lands by the Grand Mesa
Uncompahgre National Forest — Norwood Ranger District and the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) — Tres Rios and Uncompahgre Field Offices ensures that resources are
managed for the benefit of all people, animals, plant life, and natural resources, addressing
complex challenges such as wildfire management, watershed protection, climate change,
wildlife conservation, resource sustainability and wilderness protection; and

WHEREAS, the costs associated with managing these lands are a national responsibility, and
federal involvement is crucial for the long-term health and sustainability of these resources;
and

WHEREAS, San Miguel County is aware of the actual and proposed budget cuts and layoffs
at the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management that will compromise these
agencies’ capacity to respond to growing visitation numbers, manage rangelands, maintain
trails and trail heads, educate and inform visitors of regulations and provide law enforcement,
and will reduce their collective ability to fight wildfires and conserve these lands for the benefit
of future generations; and

WHEREAS, the attempts to transfer, lease, or sell off public lands without a public process are
inconsistent with the values and interests of the residents of San Miguel County, the broader
Colorado community and the nation as a whole; and
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WHEREAS, the 2025 to 2029 SCORP Full Report - Total Economic Contributions by Region
revealed that outdoor recreation on the Western Slope of Colorado generated $17.9 million in
economic output, contributed $9.5 million to the state's GDP, supported 127,639 jobs, and
generated $3.5 million in tax revenue, demonstrating the profound economic significance of
public lands and outdoor recreation to the state, Western Slope and therefore to virtually all
Colorado counties, including San Miguel; and

WHEREAS, the Tres Rios and Uncompahgre BLM Offices combined generated $209.3
million in recreation-related economic output, supporting 1,649 jobs and $6.9 million in
grazing-related economic output, which supported 77 additional jobs. The GMUG National
Forests generated $392 million in annual visitor spending (human-powered outdoor
recreation), and receives 2.6 million visits a year, creating 4,148 full-time jobs and $112.2
million in wages; and

WHEREAS, the 2024 Conservation in the West Poll found that 85 percent of Westerners
support creating new national parks, national monuments, national wildlife refuges and Tribal
protected areas to conserve historic sites or areas for outdoor recreation; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners of San
Miguel County hereby:

1. Expresses its strong support for the continued federal management and stewardship of
public lands within the county, across Colorado and throughout the nation.

2. Recognizes the multiple uses of public lands and encourages a balanced approach to
land management, including implementation of the BLM’s Public Lands Rule, which
recognizes conservation as an essential component of public lands management, on equal
footing with other uses of these lands.

3. Encourages the maintenance of appropriate funding levels and workforce numbers at
public land management agencies in order to capably manage public lands for the benefit
of all Americans.

4. Opposes any efforts to sell, transfer, lease, or dispose of public lands without a
public process.

5. Encourages the Colorado Congressional Delegation to oppose any legislation that
would negatively impact public lands or diminish the public process, but rather to
support policies that ensure long-term preservation and sustainable use of these lands
for future generations.

6. Urges federal land management agencies to continue tribal consultation and
collaborative efforts with local communities, governments, and stakeholders to
ensure effective and responsible management of public lands.

7. Encourages Congress to support the Dolores River National Conservation Area
(NCA), which protects over 68,000 acres of public lands for their scenic, historic,
natural, and cultural values and is supported by the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe,
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ranchers, conservation groups, the Southwestern Water Conservation District, the
Western Small Miners Association, recreational users, and others.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the members of the
Colorado Congressional Delegation, the Governor of Colorado, U.S. Department of the
Interior Secretary Doug Burgum, U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins
and relevant federal land management agency leaders.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SAN MIGUEL COUNTY, COLORADO

Avnr Broww

Anne Brown, Chair

ATTEST:

Carmen Warfield, Chief Deputy Clerk to the Board

VOTE:
Lance Waring Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Galena Gleason Aye Nay Abstain Absent

Anne Brown Aye Nay Abstain Absent



		2025-06-16T10:35:50-0700
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




